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with Vladivostock, is excellent in peace time, but it cannot
be utilised during a campaign for the purpose of forwarding
troops or materials of war because part of it passes through
Chinese territory.     Therefore, a line must be constructed
which  will  keep  in   Russian   territory   from   terminus  to
terminus,   because   if   no  such   route   were  made,  and  if
hostilities broke out, Transbaikalia would be liable to inva-
sion and annexation.    That argument, however, presupposes
that hostilities are inevitable, and the construction of the
line will help to convert a shadowy risk into a real possi-
bility.    Even military experts, however, doubt if the line
when constructed would serve to avert the danger.    During
the   recent  war  with   Japan   the   railway   conveying  the
Russian troops and materials ran through Chinese territory
occupied by the Russians, who retreated from before the
enemy, although the railway was behind them and secure
from attack.    The new line, on the other hand, will be in
continual danger, whenever war is declared, along a stretch
of one thousand miles, because Manchuria is being rapidly
colonised by the Japanese, who will be able to co-operate
with their troops in attacks on the railway.    Moreover, it is
difficult to conceive the Russian General Staff devising any
plan by which a vast region almost devoid of inhabitants
could be successfully defended at a distance of six thousand
miles from the heart of the Empire.    During the war with
Japan the Russian army was to a large extent fed with the
corn that grew in Manchuria, and without  that source of
supply no army of that struggle could have been supported
there for a month.    The money which will be spent on the
Amur Railway will, from the strategic point in view, have
been spent in vain; or worse, for it will tend to foster the
idea that a struggle is inevitable, and not only Russia but
Japan and China will waste their means in preparing for it.

It has been argued that the construction of the Amur
Railway will be justified because it will be the means of
developing the resources of the territory through which it
passes. No doubt this will be true to a certain extent, but